CHARLES   KINGSLEY
Westward Ho!

CHARLES KINGSLEY (1819-75), a Devonshire man, was a
clergyman who devoted much of his life-work to the service
of the poor. His short poems are of high merit, and his
delightful phantasy, The Water Babies (1863), is among the
few real children's classics.

We give an extract from Westward Ho! (1855), the best
of his historical romances. The tale begins in North Devon,
bringing in such picturesque places as Clovelly and Bideford.
Thence it shifts to South America, and finally it returns to
England in time for the defeat of the Spanish Armada in
1588. The chief character is Amyas Leigh, who pursues the
wicked villain Don Guzman, who, in his turn, has carried
off the beautiful Rose Salterne. The given extract tells how
Amyas's crew have had to abandon their ship, the Rose,
and take to the South American jungle. Frank Gary is Amyas's
chief lieutenant.
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